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Catholics for Peace and Justice (CPJ) conducted an online survey (Spring 2021) to assess the 
need for an education program about immigration in the city of Milwaukee and suburbs. The 
needs assessment was completed by 44 people. The majority were over 55 (63%, n=28), and 
(34%, n=15), were under 55. Most were female, 61% (n=27), non-Latina, and Caucasian. The 
majority, 77% (n=34), were interested in an education program on current immigration issues. 
The majority, 63% (n=28) prefer to meet remotely or both remotely and in person. Most 
preferred English 95% (n =42). 
 
Most participants were from Lumen Christi Mequon 56% (n=25), 4% (n=2) were from Good 
Shepard and 4% (n= 2) were from Our Lady of Lourdes. One respondent participated from 12 
other parishes (see Table 1. Respondents’ Parishes). 
 
Participants’’ experience with immigration included 2 were immigrants, 13 had family/friends 
who are immigrants, and 11 assisted immigrants. Only 11 people had no experience with 
immigrants. However, only 4 persons would like to share their immigration experience in a 
small group discussion. Most participants were interested in how Catholic Social Teaching 
informs immigration issues, 75% (n= 33).  
 
Respondents rated their interest in the following topics the highest (counts between 21-33), 

• Catholic Social Teaching about immigration 
• legal rights of immigrants 
• current issues with immigration law 
• Biden administration immigration law reform 
• how to assist immigrants in need. 

 
There was moderate interest in the following topics (counts between 16-19). 

• Green card (LPR) and citizenship process 
• Advocate for immigrants facing legal challenges 
• Help immigrants become citizens 
• Reasons why people migrate 
• Immigrants’ economic contributions to WI economy 
• DACA. 

 
Only one person receives legal advice, and all others answered “no” to needing legal advice or 
other forms assistance. One person was interested in, “The negative impact of open borders on 
jobs, health, gang activity, drug use, and crime.” 
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Table 1: Respondents Parish  
• Lumen Christi n=25 
• Good Shepard n=2 
• Our Lady of Lourdes n= 2 

 
N = 1 for parishes below 
• Cathedral of St. John 
• Catholic Community of Waukesha 
• Old st Mary 
• St. John Neumann, Catholic Community or Waukesha 
• St. Sebastian 
• Family of Four/St. Francis of Assisi 
• Holy angels west bend 
• Lourdes 
• Holy Rosary 
• St. Catherine 
• Good Shepherd Catholic Church, Menomonee Falls 
• St. rose of lima 

 
Next steps offer educational program, Hello Neighbor within and beyond Borders, September 
2021. 

Outcome Objectives: At the end of the program 
• After small group discussion, participant will express how their feelings toward 

migrants changed. 
• The participant will verbalize why faith and political engagement are necessary, not 

incompatible (Caritas in Veritate). 
• The participant will verbalize that the commandment for hospitality to the stranger 

is foundational to Judeo-Christian and Catholic Social Teaching. 
• The participant will verbalize the role of comprehensive immigration reform for the 

protection of the dignity and rights of all immigrant children and families 
• The participant will identify at least one action they will take to promote immigrant 

justice from a list of actions (e.g., contact legislative representative asking them to 
support immigration law reform, pray, sign up for USCCB immigration action alerts) 

• Participant will distinguish one fact and one corresponding fallacy about the 
relationship between immigration and illegal drug trade, crime, economic impact, 
and building a wall). 

 


